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Reports 
 
Item#1 
U.S. Strategic Nuclear Forces: Background, Developments, and Issues. Congressional Research Service, 
Library of Congress. Amy F. Woolf. October 22, 2013. 
 
The Obama Administration is completing a review of the size and structure of the U.S. nuclear force, and 
a review of U.S. nuclear employment policy, as it implements the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review. It is also 
implementing the New START Treaty with Russia that will limit the number of deployed missiles and 
warheads in the U.S. strategic force. Congress will review the Administration's plans for U.S. strategic 



nuclear forces during the annual authorization and appropriations process, and as it assesses U.S. plans 
under New START and possible future arms control treaties with Russia. 
 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/RL33640.pdf [PDF format, 40 pages, 483 KB]. 
 
Item#2 
Central Asia After 2014. Strategic Studies Institute. Stephen J. Blank, Ed. November 3, 2013. 
 
The papers collected here offer assessments of Sino-Russian rivalry, the U.S.-Russian rivalry, and a 
neglected but critical topic, Chinese military capability for action in Central Asia. All of these issues are 
essential for any informed analysis of the future of Central Asian security, as well as relations among the 
great powers in Central Asia. 
 
http://strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/files/1175-summary.pdf Executive Summary [PDF format, 5 
pages, 673.2 KB]. 
 
http://strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/display.cfm?pubID=1175 Full Text [HTML format with a 
link to the PDF file]. 
 
Item#3 
India's Foreign Policy Crisis. YaleGlobal. Harsh V. Pant. October 29, 2013. 
 
As finance minister for India from 1991 to 1996, Manmohan Singh prevented economic collapse by 
opening the nation's economy. When he became prime minister in 2004, many anticipated great 
promise for India as an emerging economy. Over the past decade, India could pursue economic growth 
and strategic partnerships while the United States invested in policing and maintaining balance. India's 
leaders made a mistake assuming that US power and security investments would last indefinitely, 
suggests Harsh V. Pant who teaches at King's College in London: "As the system is undergoing changes 
with relative American decline, India finds itself bereft of economic heft and diplomatic agility." Pant 
outlines Singh's recent travels to the United States, China, Russia and Indonesia, and notes that "in the 
name of multipolar diplomacy and non-alignment, Indian foreign policy is in danger of becoming 
rudderless, especially with economic decline and political turmoil at home."  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/india%E2%80%99s-foreign-policy-crisis [HTML format, various 
paging]. 
 
Item#4 
Japan's Olympic Challenge. YaleGlobal. Jean-Pierre Lehmann. October 22, 2013. 
 
Bitterness from the Second World War lingers throughout the Asia Pacific region; Japan lost the war, yet 
rebuilt and became a strong ally with the United States, its one-time opponent. Many in China and 
South Korea suggest that Japan has not expressed adequate apology to Asian neighbors for wartime 
aggression. Japan is skilled at adaptation, notes international political economist Jean-Pierre Lehmann, 
and could take practical steps to mend relations with Asian neighbors with visits and acknowledgment 
of past wrongdoings. Bold steps are necessary to achieve peace, contends Lehmann, and planning for 
the 2020 Olympics offers an opportunity. He outlines the changing fortunes of Japan's neighbors, along 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/RL33640.pdf
http://strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/files/1175-summary.pdf
http://strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/display.cfm?pubID=1175
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/india%E2%80%99s-foreign-policy-crisis


with the many cultural and political exchanges. Solidarity and mutual respect among Japan, China, South 
Korea and other Asian nations would allow the continent to emerge as a strong and prosperous leader 
for the 21st century.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/japan%E2%80%99s-olympic-challenge [HTML format, various 
paging]. 
 
Item#5 
The US and Pakistan: An Incompatible Couple. YaleGlobal. Dilip Hiro. October 31, 2013. 
 
As the United States withdraws forces from landlocked Afghanistan, it needs cooperation from Pakistan 
for the easiest exit route and support against the ongoing war on terrorism. Pakistan resents U.S. drone 
attacks and other intrusions, yet with a troubled economy, also relies on funding from the U.S. and the 
International Monetary Fund. Pakistan seeks more policy leniency, including a nuclear agreement similar 
to India's with the U.S., but the U.S. has set limits on the dysfunctional relationship, explains author Dilip 
Hiro. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President Barack Obama met 23 October. Sharif protested drone 
strikes in his nation. The same day the Washington Post published a report outlining the Pakistani 
government's quiet support for drone strikes and receipt of regular classified briefings. U.S.-Pakistani 
relations, already tense and fractious, must yet endure ongoing conflict with the Taliban, the April 
Afghan presidential election and the final pullout of US troops before the end of 2014.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/us-and-pakistan-incompatible-couple [HTML format, various paging]. 
 
Item#6 
President-Speak. What the State of the Union Says to You. International Information Program, U.S. 
Department of State. November 1, 2013. 
 
The Constitution gives the president important powers, from being commander in chief to faithfully 
executing all laws. But it also imposes requirements, and one of them is unique: the president must 
"from time to time give to Congress information of the State of the Union." 
 
It's a family reunion for democracy: the annual State of the Union address, when the president reviews 
his accomplishments before Congress and voices his dreams and plans for the nation's future. A 
microcosm of America packs the ornate chamber of the House of Representatives for the speech. Aside 
from state funerals and inaugurations, it's the only time all branches of government are in the same 
room. The audience doesn't always agree with the president, but the evening is a reminder of the 
importance of meeting and, of course, listening. 
 
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publications-
english/1401_EJ_PresidentSpeak_English_Low.pdf [PDF format, 34 pages, 11.6 MB]. 
 
Item#7 
US Heath Care Reform Is Only Getting Started. YaleGlobal. November 5, 2013. 
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In Scandinavia, health care is a social good, and for the United States, it is a business. The differences on 
costs and outcomes are glaring. The U.S. invests $8604 per capita on its system, compared with $5674 
for Norway, $4564 for Denmark and $3870 for Sweden, according to the World Health Organization. 
Elizabeth H. Bradley, professor of public health at Yale University, and Lauren A. Taylor of the Harvard 
Divinity School set out to uncover why the U.S.resists proven funding mechanisms for public health care 
that increase efficiency and coverage. Their survey results suggest that Americans and Scandinavians 
share many values,including support of freedom, competition and technology. However, Americans 
resist taxation of the rich to support the poor and excessive dependence on the government. U.S. health 
care costs are unsustainable. Bradley and Taylor conclude that "the U.S. is only at the start of a reform 
conversation that may need to broaden considerably - to recognize the social determinants of illness 
and the interaction between health and social services."  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/us-heath-care-reform-only-getting-started [HTML format, various 
paging]. 
 
Item#8 
Most Say Monitoring Allied Leaders' Calls Is Unacceptable. Pew Research Center for the People & the 
Press. November 4, 2013. 
 
In the wake of reports that the National Security Agency (NSA) has been listening to phone calls of 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and other heads of state, a 56% majority of Americans say it is 
unacceptable for the U.S. to monitor the phones of allied leaders, while 36% say the practice is 
acceptable. There are virtually no partisan differences in these opinions. Roughly equal shares of 
partisans, 57% of Republicans, 53% of Democrats and 56% of independents, say that the practice is 
unacceptable.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://www.people-press.org/files/legacy-pdf/11-4-13%20European%20Monitoring%20Release.pdf 
[PDF format, 9 pages, 262.08 KB]. 
 
Item#9 
Twitter News Consumers: Young, Mobile and Educated. Pew Research Journalism Project. November 4, 
2013. 
 
Nearly one-in-ten U.S. adults (8%) get news through Twitter, according to the report. Compared with the 
30% of Americans who get news on Facebook, Twitter news consumers stand out as younger, more 
mobile and more educated.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://www.journalism.org/files/2013/11/Twitter-IPO-release-with-cover-page.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages, 
229.71 KB]. 
 
Item#10 
The Role of News on Facebook. Pew Research Journalism Project. Amy Mitchell et al. October 24, 2013. 
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On Facebook, the largest social media platform, news is a common but incidental experience, according 
to an initiative of Pew Research Center in collaboration with the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. 
Overall, about half of adult Facebook users, 47%, "ever" get news there. That amounts to 30% of the 
population.  
 
[Note: contains copyrighted material]. 
 
http://www.journalism.org/files/2013/10/facebook_news_10-24-2013.pdf [PDF format, 25 pages, 
252.05 KB]. 

http://www.journalism.org/files/2013/10/facebook_news_10-24-2013.pdf

